AASHTO—Geometric Design of Highways and Streels

demand where there is apt to be “visual noise” from competing sources of information, such as
roadway elements, traffic, traffic control devices, and advertising signs.

The decision sight distances in Exhibit 3-3 (1) provide values for sight distances that may be
appropriate at critical locations, and (2) serve as criteria in evaluating the suitability of the
available sight distances at these locations. Because of the additional safety and maneuvering
space provided, it is recommended that decision sight distances be provided at critical locations
or that critical decision points be moved to locations where sufficient decision sight distance is
available. If it is not practical to provide decision sight distance because of horizontal or vertical
curvature or if relocation of decision points is not practical, special attention should be given to
the use of suitable traffic control devices for providing advance warning of the conditions that are
likely to be encountered.

Metric US Customary
Design Decision sight distance (m) Design Decision sight distance (ft)
speed Avoidance maneuver speed Avoidance maneuver
(km/h) A B C D E (mph) A B C D E
50 70 155 145 170 195 30 220 490 450 535 620
60 95 195 170 205 235 35 275 590 525 625 720

70 115 235 200 235 275 40 330 690 600 715 825
80 140 280 230 270 315 45 395 800 675 800 930
90 170 325 270 315 360 50 465 910 750 890 1030
100 200 370 315 355 400 55 535 1030 865 980 1135
110 235 420 330 380 430 60 610 1150 990 1125 1280
120 265 470 360 415 470 65 695 1275 1050 1220 1365
130 305 525 390 450 510 70 780 1410 1105 1275 1445
75 875 1545 1180 1365 1545
80 970 1685 1260 1455 1650
Avoidance Maneuver A: Stop on rural road—:=3.0s
Avoidance Maneuver B: Stop on urban road—r=9.1s
Avoidance Maneuver C: Speed/path/direction change on rural road— varies between 10.2
and 11.2s
Avoidance Maneuver D: Speed/path/direction change on suburban road— varies between
12.1and 12.9s
Avoidance Maneuver E: Speed/path/direction change on urban road— varies between 14.0
and 14.5s

Exhibit 3-3. Decision Sight Distance



